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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 27 and 30 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims 27 recites the limitation "first data block" referring to claim 26. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claims 30 recites the limitation "first pointer" referring to claim 28. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. k 

Claims 25-36 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(^) as being anticipated by Ohata et 
al (hereafter Ohata) (US 6,469,978). 

Regarding claim 25, Ohata discloses a recording medium having a data structure 
for managing a data area of the recording medium (Figure 1), comprising a defect 
management area (Figure 1, DMA areas) storing a first data block (Figure 4), the first 
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data block having first information including recordation status of the data area (Figure 3 
and Column 7, lines 35-39. The control data is used to determine disc format upon 
initialization), second information including a defect list (Column 8, lines 33-36), and 
third information including a first pointer pointing to an address where the first 
information is recorded (Figure 3 and Column 8, line 5). 

Regarding claim 26, Ohata discloses wherein the first information indicates 
recordation status of the data on a recording unit by recording unit basis (Figure 3 
discloses that recording is broken down into both zones and sectors). 

Regarding claim 27, Ohata discloses wherein the first data block includes at least 
one recording unit (Figure 4 and Column 8, lines 33-36 disclose that the defect 
management areas have their own specific areas, i.e. sectors). 

Regarding claim 28, Ohata discloses wherein the third information includes a 
second pointer pointing to an address where the second information is recorded (Figure 
5, block 1). 

Regarding claim 29, Ohata discloses wherein the address is a first physical 
sector number of a location where the first information is recorded (Figure 3, and 
Column 8, line 5-6 which specifies that N is representative of zone number, which are 
each broken into sectors. Thus, the first sector address is determined). 

Regarding claim 30, Ohata discloses wherein the first and second pointers 
identify most current versions of the first and the second information as of when the 
third information is recorded (Figure 3 and Column 8, line 5 and Figure 5, block 1 . 
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When third information is initially recorded, it is inherent that most current versions of 
first and second information are present). 

Regarding claim 31, Ohata discloses a method of recording management data 
on a recording medium (see Abstract), comprising recording a first data block in a 
defect management area (Figure 4), the first data block having first information including 
recordation status of a data area (Figure 3 and Column 7, lines 35-39. The control data 
is used to determine disc format upon initialization), second information including a 
defect list (Column 8, lines 33-36), and third information including a first pointer pointing 
to an address where the first information is recorded (Figure 3 and Column 8, line 5). 

Regarding claim 32, Ohata discloses wherein the third information includes a 
second pointer pointing to an address where the second information is recorded (Figure 
5, block 1). 

Regarding claim 33, Ohata discloses wherein the first and second pointers 
identify most current versions of the first and the second information as of when the 
third information is recorded (Figure 3 and Column 8, line 5 and Figure 5, block 1. 
When third information is initially recorded, it is inherent that most current versions of 
first and second information are present). 

Regarding claim 34, Ohata discloses a method of reproducing data on a 
recording medium (see Abstract), comprising reproducing at least a portion of data 
recorded on the recording medium based on a first data block recorded in a defect 
management area of the recording medium (Figure 4), the first data block having first 
information including recordation status of a data area (Figure 3 and Column 7, lines 35- 
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39. The control data is used to determine disc format upon initialization), second 
information including a defect list (Column 8, lines 33-36), and third information 
including a first pointer pointing to an address where the first information is recorded 
(Figure 3 and Column 8, line 5). 

Regarding claim 35, Ohata discloses wherein the third information includes a 
second pointer pointing to an address where the second information is recorded (Figure 
5, block 1). 

Regarding claim 36, Ohata discloses wherein the first and second pointers 
identify most current versions of the first and the second information as of when the 
third information is recorded (Figure 3 and Column 8, line 5 and Figure 5, block 1 . 
When third information is initially recorded, it is inherent that most current versions of 
first and second information are present). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas D. Alunkal whose telephone number is 
(571)270-1127. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wayne Young can be reached on (571)272-7582. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 





Thomas Alunkal 
Patent Examiner 



